KCSES

KCSE

Newsletter No.3S

MARCH 2023

FAIRMF L FRKE
REEXFR (KCSES) K=#HE
wxERE WE %

20224F 111 4 FIFSESRR AR ZE A - KRB/t -
RFBHE T A DOBIEF RIS L OTERA D M7 B AR
DO L& B E LTS ST 7 LB B K e
FEHESC 2y (KCSES) @ H T L7z, KCSESIZ Y <71
T BT O 2 — AR RE, R R
AT, MMENEDFE LEWVICAERICBINTE
LEERFRTHY, BIIHFEZOHEZEEND
DHEVHTEE B TELAIC L TWET A4 (B
47 H) 3IEfEaIa=r—va ra— 20y
T, ZoomZ WA T A4 ANTTHET 22 L8 T
EFE L

AR XA R PP SCATER TR O, 20
BHMEEZESBO THELNDLETAICKKEZR
AV L TR Y E7, 4 ENIARRFEL SCFF 7R 5
SCEH B A BT RO TE T STz R IR
WY LTS ESWE Lz, 8 ECoordinated
Structures Involved Unlike Category Conjuncts
and Nonconstituent ConjunctsT., ELFH L TE
2 S AT AL et O HEE DO WFFEIT DV T DFE
RTLTZ, &V D, Sk T4 FifJand4
A DX DCELARRC AT TY —EHERRT 5
FEULLNTEZOTT N, (1) Pat became [a
political radical] DP and [very antisociall
APD J 9 (T idFam) L IR R S D K o 7
KA OSBRI DN TN 72E . Eo X
MBI A o725 (1) DX DR LERBTE
DDDOBEL L TWeE&EE Lz,

13 B P R R A BUR A % DKevin
HeffernanEGiZ, Heavy Words: The Consequences
of Word Weight in English and Japanese| & @ L
T, Frlfse 2o 72 & F L7, Heffernan KA
FOHEAL TV HERFHEEOTF A FOFEET

WH o Lo UVE T, #lifH Tl BLEE I3 H & IS Uk
T, M SHEAE AT 5 & X CHEZD (BV) HRE
DT E O T 5, EVORBHMICERS
. b LZEDIENE LWO THIUE, BAGE I
W, FETRETERVWEBRTHL LS
F L7, Z D, 90% D HFEIT2000HFE) b TE T
B, BRI SN A REREEIL 1500055 T H
HIZLnb, TOFAO—E LR TR
TR, EW O BUREE SVE Lo, HEE 2
5T EDIRVWAREDLK A, R FEETE O
DHBHWZIEE TONEEZWH LI Uz~
HEL NWH o Loz Z & EENWET,

T4 VBRETH o2, KIRICB T D
TENTE, BBWRERICE LDV LT E
O A (MELHEEEST &L TEEL
T2 BEDOWIEE DDV ICHONTEZTZD, Eo
B OMMREEICE > TH, HLWHEEZSED Z
ENTELTF v P RERSTOTIERNWTLE D
M IR0 F LT, ZOFEEOEDIZTH
. TXELESWE LIZKCSESOR B0 S £ %
HUWala=T —OEIFE HEOESE,
T&EWC B L BT ET,

#a7m KCSES
HWPEZZERKE
RERNFER
B : 2022511546 (&)
14 : 00~16: 00
B AS314>

KPICRIBIRISENIEFHAIANTZNTIC,
BIESASEWELES .

SHETBROAGR AN

I—
n-

APUFRAFEIFNEEE
BB ODt o Worldin Enplih REET, SN

a0 TEL: 0798-51-8548 e-mail: e-office@mail
- KCSES WEBH /b https://e.obe-c.ac.jp




WRIEEE
Heavy words: The consequences

of word weight in English and
Japanese

Kevin Heffernan
(BAFAEfERE RLEBEKRFE)

According to our current understanding of
how language works, the Japanese language
should not exist. Of course, the fact that
the Japanese language exists implies that our
current understanding is not correct, but that
is the nature of scientific enquiry. Allow me
to explain. The argument contains two parts:
that words have weight, and consequently
require work to produce; and that the human
mind is lazy, and hates to work.

The weight of a word is an abstract
approximation of how much effort is required
to produce it. There are several factors
that make words heavier. One such factor is
frequency of use:commonly—used words are much
easier to produce than rare words. Certainly,
you have experienced struggling to recall a
word and then finally producing it after some
effort. The experience is described by the
expression, “The word is on the tip of my
tongue.” Our lazy brain strongly prefers to
use only very frequently—occurring words. In
fact, the most frequently-occurring word,
“the,” accounts for 6.2% of all words produced,
while the most frequently-occurring 50 words
account for approximately half of all English
produced. We only use rarer words when we
absolutely must do so in order to communicate
a specific message. This characteristic is true
for all languages, not just English

Given that individual words have weight,
then the weight of a clause naturally
increases as the number of words in it
increases. Thus, the clause “my brother,”

which contains only two words, is lighter

than the six—word clause “my brother whose

birthday is today.” The weight of a clause has

interesting consequences for language when
we consider sentence structure. The meaning
of a sentence comes from the relationship
between the actors—the subjects and objects
of the sentence—and the verb. As we process a
sentence, we keep the actors in our short—term
memory. The amount of effort required to do so
depends on the weight of clause. Compare the

following two sentences:

Irnade’a cake‘jbr’nu/brother1vh0se birthday

is today.
I made ’my brother whose birthday is today ‘ E

cake.

In the case of the first sentence, we must

keep the clause “a cake” in short—term memory
until the end of the sentence. In the case of
the second sentence, we must keep the clause
“my brother whose birthday is today” in short
term—memory until the end of the sentence.
Thus, the second sentence requires more work
and consequently feels unnatural. Research on
western languages has shown that farther away
clauses are from the verb, the harder they
are to process. Compare the distance that the
rightmost clause is away from the verb in the
example sentences to understand why.
Finally, let’ s compare English with
Japanese. English prototypical word order is
subject—-verb—object. In contrast, Japanese is
subject—object-verb. Recall that the distance
to the verb determines the amount of effort
required to keep an actor in short—-term
memory. Comparing prototypical English with
Japanese, we see that in the case of Japanese

the subject is always farther away from the



verb due to the intervening object, than in
the case of English. Given that our minds are
naturally lazy, then languages with subject—
object—verb word order should be avoided.
Yet, they are in fact the most common type of
language in the world. Why? To answer this

question, we require more research.
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“Multidimensional Analysis of Engineering
Research Abstracts: A New ESP Perspective”
A > K% ¥ 7., University Muhammadiyah Prof.
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International Conference on ELT and CALL
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“Theatre Arts in Peace Education: The
Praxis at the Mindanao Peacebuilding
Institute in the Philippines” (Kyoko
Okumoto, Babu Ayindo, and Dessa Quesada
Palm) pp. 109-129

Educating for Peace through Theatrical Arts:
International Perspectives on Peacebuilding
Instruction (Edited By Candice Carter,
Rodrigo Benza Guerra, Routledge, 2022)

* Chapter 1: The History and Development
of Northeast Asia Regional Peacebuilding
Institute (NARPI) 2009 ~ 2020 (Kyoko
Okumoto and Jae Young Lee) pp.8-30

« Chapter 3: Course Contents, “Conflict and
Peace Framework” pp.186-191, “Arts—based
Approach in Peacebuilding” pp.212-217
* Chapter 4: The Growing NARPI Tree: NARPI’s
Development and Impact, “Peace Trainings
in Japanese language” pp. 237-239

Our Peacebuilding Story: The First Ten
Years of Northeast Asia Regional Peacebuilding
Institute (2011-2020) (Edited by NARPI Book
Team: Suyeon Kang, Kyoko Okumoto, Meri
Joyce, Natsuha Kajita and Karen Spicher,
Peacebuilding Press, August 1, 2022)
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